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Agent who
infiltrated
campaign
revealed

Woman was one
of two ‘honeypots’

By KEerry PickeT

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

New whistleblower disclosures have
identified a top agent in the New York
field office as one of the FBI investigators
assigned to infiltrate Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign in 2015 as part of
FBI Director James B. Comey’s “off-the-
books” operation.

The disclosures show the female
agent was involved in the attempt to have
undercover agents target the Trump
team.

The Washington Times reached out
to the FBI and the agent for comment.
The FBI has asked for the agent’s identity
to be shielded because disclosing her
name could compromise “the safety of
the agent.”

FBI leadership appointed by Mr.
Trump is starting an investigation into
the origins of the agency’s plan a decade
ago to gain access to his campaign by
using two female undercover “honey-
pot” agents.

An agency whistleblower revealed
the off-the-books investigation in a pro-
tected disclosure to the House Judiciary
Committee last year. The Times first
reported on the investigation exclusively
in October.

One or more FBI employees who
were in a position to know the informa-
tion sent the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee protected disclosures Tuesday. The

»see FBI | A6

USAID

U.S. paid for
dog collars,
fashion show,
terrorist aid

By STePHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Republicans piled on new evidence
Wednesday in their battle to reel in
USAID, pointing to millions of dollars
that the foreign aid agency shipped to
Ukraine to promote a dog collar manu-
facturer and send fashionistas to a show
in London.

Sen. Joni Ernst, [owa Republican, said
the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment paid $1 million from American
taxpayers to a Ukrainian carpet com-
pany, $255,000 to an organic coffee and
tea producer, and $150,000 to a knitwear
company.

House Republicans, meanwhile,
heard testimony on how USAID fun-
neled millions of dollars through a U.S.
charity to the Nusra Front, a designated
terrorist organization in Syria.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, Geor-
gia Republican, said USAID money
ended up in the hands of the Taliban in
Afghanistan and terrorists in Palestinian
territories.

“Taxpayer funds have literally been
used to undermine U.S. interests and
counter American foreign policy goals
under the guise of foreign aid,” said Ms.
Greene, chair of the House Oversight
and Government Reform subcommittee
on delivering on government efficiency,
also known as the DOGE panel.

The administration has moved to
dismantle USAID and fired at least 1,600

»see USAID | AS
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Trump backs Musk amid C
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HEAD-TURNER: Elon Musk took command of Wednesday’s Cabinet meeting, the first of President Trump’s second term. Mr.
Trump urged his secretaries to “speak up” if they had issues with the public face of the Department of Government Efficiency.
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Trump predicts mineral deal with Ukraine

Zelenskyy insists
on security pledge
before trip to U.S.

By Jerr MorDoCK

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump said Wednesday
that Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy will travel to Washington
on Friday to sign a bilateral economic
development and mineral-sharing pact.

Considerable uncertainty remains
over the details and how the deal will
affect Kyiv’s 3-year-old war to stave off
a Russian invasion.

Mr. Trump has pressed for an eco-
nomic pact to give U.S. interests a claim
on Ukraine’s critical mineral sector. He
describes it in part as “payback” for the
tens of billions of dollars in U.S. mili-
tary and development aid provided to
Ukraine since Russia invaded in Febru-
ary 2022.

Earlier this month, Mr. Zelenskyy’s
government rejected an offer that Mr.
Trump said would be worth $500 billion
to the United States. Ukraine said the
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THE PITS: A pit mine in Ukraine’s Kirovohrad region holds ilmenite deposits.

e

Kyiv is balking at a proposed deal giving U.S. mining interests access to its rich
reserves of rare earth and strategic minerals needed for high-tech applications.

price was too high, and Kyiv was seeking
ironclad security guarantees from the
U.S. in exchange for any economic deal.

“Ukraine President Zelenskyy is
going to be coming on Friday. That’s

now confirmed, and we’re going to be
signing an agreement, which will be a
very big agreement,” Mr. Trump said

»see UKRAINE | A6
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President wants
DOGE leader to
send another email
to federal workers

By Jerr Morpock AND MALLORY WiLSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump on Wednesday of-
fered a full-throated endorsement of
Elon Musk and his Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency as they slash govern-
ment spending and fire workers while
trying to brush off purported conflicts
between the technology magnate and
members of his Cabinet.

The drama unfolded at the first Cabi-
net meeting of Mr. Trump’s second
term. Mr. Musk, who is not a member
of Mr. Trump’s formal Cabinet, largely
dominated the meeting while Senate-
confirmed officials running large govern-
ment agencies looked on.

Mr. Trump insisted that Cabinet
secretaries support DOGE as it cancels
contracts, fires workers, shutters depart-
ments and slashes spending. Mr. Musk
encountered opposition from Cabinet
members after an email was sent to 2.3
million federal workers at his behest ask-
ing them to document five things they
accomplished last week. Workers were
told they would be fired if they didn’t
respond to the email.

Some agency officials reportedly told
workers to ignore the email.

At the Cabinet meeting, the presi-
dent downplayed reports that depart-
ment heads had grown weary of Mr.
Musk and DOGE but acknowledged
their frustration.

“They have a lot of respect for Elon
and that he’s doing this, and some dis-
agree a little bit, but I will tell you, for
the most part, I think everyone’s not only
happy, they’re thrilled,” Mr. Trump said.

The president later urged his Cabinet
secretaries to “speak up” if they were
unhappy with Mr. Musk but joked that
anybody who raised a complaint would
be thrown out of the room.

The joke was met with some nervous
laughter, but no one spoke up.

Mr. Trump defended Mr. Musk’s
email and said he wanted another round
of messages demanding that federal
workers detail their feats.

“I think Elon wants to, and I think it’s
a good idea because, you know, those
people, as I've said before, they’re on
the bubble,” he said.

Mr. Musk, the world’s richest per-
son, said the email was not a personnel
review “but a pulse review” to ensure
fictional or dead employees weren’t
collecting paychecks. He argued that

»see TRUMP | A5

Trump urged to block E-ZPass deal over ties with China

State senator raises security concerns
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ON THE BRAKES: The New Jersey Turnpike, one of the nation’s largest toll road
systems, will be operated by TransCore under a nearly $2 billion deal. A high-
ranking member of the Chinese Communist Party is linked to a parent company.

on contract with Singapore company

By SETH McLAUGHLIN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A New Jersey state lawmaker is ask-
ing the Trump administration to halt a
nearly $2 billion deal for a Singapore-
based company to operate the state
turnpike’s E-ZPass system because of
alleged ties to the Chinese Communist
Party, which the company denies.

Sen. Joseph Pennacchio, Montville
Republican, said he plans to plead for
help from Washington because Gov. Phil
Murphy, a Democrat, and the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority have failed to ease
the security concerns he and others have
raised about the TransCore contract.

“I would hope the administration
could halt the deal and vet this company
for personal and national security issues

that have been raised,” Mr. Pennacchio,
the deputy Republican leader of the state
Senate, told The Washington Times.

TransCore said it has no link to
China. It said the blowback is from a bit-
ter competitor “focused on public fear-
mongering rather than on improving
the quality of its products and services.”

Mr. Pennacchio said he trusts the
Trump administration more than the
Murphy or Biden administrations to
conduct proper oversight.

President Trump issued an “Ameri-
can First Investment Policy” memo-
randum last week to restrict Chinese
investments in the U.S.

Citing national security concerns, the
policy says the “United States should not

»see TURNPIKE | A6
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Investment and Residency

Vardikos & Vardikos: Advising Global Investors in Greece

Christos Vérdikos,Attorney at Law - Managing Partner

ith decades of expertise, Vardikos
& Vardikos has been helping inter-
national investors navigate the financial
opportunities that Greece offers. The
Greek Golden Visa program stands out
as a highly coveted residence-by-in-
vestment program in Europe, combining
affordability, strategic investment, and
lifestyle appeal. Real estate continues
to be the most sought-after investment
route for the Greek Golden Visa with de-
mand surging from an array of interna-
tional markets. “Apart from the Chinese,
Turkish, Eqyptian, and Indian buyers
have stood out as significant investors
over the past twelve months,” shared
Christos Vardikos, an Athens-based At-
torney at Law, Member of the Athens Bar
Association, accredited to the Supreme
Court, and Managing Partner at Vardikos
& Vardikos.

The Greek Golden Visa has gotten the
attention of American and European
markets where demand has soared.
According to Vardikos, “high-net-worth
individuals (HNWIs) from these regions
have had a considerable impact on the
Greek luxury real estate market, pur-
chasing properties along the Athens
Riviera and across the Greek islands."
Ultra HNWIs often spread their invest-
ment risk by acquiring multiple proper-
ties across different regions in Greece.
“Liquidity is crucial for these investors,”
Vardikos noted, “so they frequently eval-
uate their financial goals, risk tolerance,
and the long-term potential of their
investments in Greece, often acquiring
portfolios that exceed the minimum
investment requirements for the Golden

Visa program.”

The Golden Visa's investment thresh-
olds were recently changed, applicants
must now invest EUR 800,000 minimum
for properties in high-demand areas
with over 3,100 inhabitants (including
Athens, Thessaloniki, Mykonos, and
Santorini) or EUR 400,000 for properties
elsewhere provided they exceed 120
square meters. Investors focusing on
restoring historically or culturally signif-
icant properties, or converting commer-
cial properties into residential ones, can
invest from EUR 250,000. “Although the
minimum thresholds have increased, the
Greek Golden Visa remains a competitive
residence-by-investment program in a
country that offers an investor-friendly
ecosystem,” added Vardikos.

The Greek Golden Visa program has di-
versified further with the introduction of
a start-up investment route designed to
attract international entrepreneurs. Var-
dikos explained, “the criteria include a
minimum investment of EUR 250,000 in
startups listed on the National Register
of Startups, a maximum equity participa-
tion of 33%, the creation of two or more
jobs within the first year, and maintain-
ing the workforce for at least five years.”

Foreign investors are increasing-
ly choosing to work with Vardikos &
Vardikos, a boutique law firm with as-
sociated offices in Cyprus, Dominica,
and Saint Lucia. The firm provides an
accessible, diversified, and profession-
ally managed pathway to participate in
Greece's thriving Golden Visa program.
“We have no exclusive agreements with
local promoters, ensuring we can act as

independent advisers. This allows us to
guide clients transparently, ensure they
avoid projects with low capital apprecia-
tion prospects, and ultimately safequard
their interests,” emphasized Vardikos.

Vardikes & Vardikos' comprehensive
services include land registry search-
es, representation during acquisition
contracts, tax advisory, and support
throughout each step of the Golden Visa
application process. Christos Vardikos,
who leads the firm, is renowned for his
expertise, he also serves as the Consul
ah. for the Commonwealth of Dominica
in the Hellenic Republic and as Special
Advisor to the Honorable Prime Minister
of the Commonwealth of Dominica for
Maritime Affairs. Many HNWIs that are
keen to diversify their portfolios opt to
combine the Greek Golden Visa with
Caribbean  citizenship-by-investment
solutions. “As an Authorized Government
Agentin Dominica and St. Lucia, we have
assisted clients who wish to pair a Carib-
bean second citizenship with a European
residence-by-investment permit,” Vard-
ikos highlighted.

In addition to the Golden Visa, Greece
offers other incentives for ultra HN-
WIs, such as the Non-Dom regime and
the Financially Independent or Retiree
Program. The Greek Non-Dom regime
imposes a flat tax of EUR 100,000 per
annum on all foreign-sourced income
for the main applicant and EUR 20,000
for any dependents, this tax regime has
attracted over 8,000 applications since
its inception. Interest in the program
grew quite notably after Italy doubled
its flat tax on foreign sourced income to
EUR 200,000 and the UK abolished its
Non-Dom regime. The Retiree Program,
on the other hand, applies a uniform
7% tax on all foreign pensions, making
it an appealing option for HNWIs that
want to relocate to Greece to enjoy its
socio-political stability, affordable cost-
of-living, and high calibre of lifestyle.
Greece offers a compelling destination
for international investors seeking both
investment and quality of life benefits.

To learn more about your options in
Greece,

Visit: vardikos.com

Email; vardikos@protonmail.com



