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BY JEFF MORDOCK AND MALLORY WILSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump on Wednesday of-
fered a full-throated endorsement of 
Elon Musk and his Department of Gov-
ernment E�ciency as they slash govern-
ment spending and fire workers while 
trying to brush o� purported conflicts 
between the technology magnate and 
members of his Cabinet.

The drama unfolded at the first Cabi-
net meeting of Mr. Trump’s second 
term. Mr. Musk, who is not a member 
of Mr. Trump’s formal Cabinet, largely 
dominated the meeting while Senate-
confirmed o�cials running large govern-
ment agencies looked on.

Mr. Trump insisted that Cabinet 
secretaries support DOGE as it cancels 
contracts, fires workers, shutters depart-
ments and slashes spending. Mr. Musk 
encountered opposition from Cabinet 
members after an email was sent to 2.3 
million federal workers at his behest ask-
ing them to document five things they 
accomplished last week. Workers were 
told they would be fired if they didn’t 
respond to the email.

Some agency o�cials reportedly told 
workers to ignore the email.

At the Cabinet meeting, the presi-
dent downplayed reports that depart-
ment heads had grown weary of Mr. 
Musk and DOGE but acknowledged 
their frustration.

“They have a lot of respect for Elon 
and that he’s doing this, and some dis-
agree a little bit, but I will tell you, for 
the most part, I think everyone’s not only 
happy, they’re thrilled,” Mr. Trump said.

The president later urged his Cabinet 
secretaries to “speak up” if they were 
unhappy with Mr. Musk but joked that 
anybody who raised a complaint would 
be thrown out of the room.

The joke was met with some nervous 
laughter, but no one spoke up.

Mr. Trump defended Mr. Musk’s 
email and said he wanted another round 
of messages demanding that federal 
workers detail their feats.

“I think Elon wants to, and I think it’s 
a good idea because, you know, those 
people, as I’ve said before, they’re on 
the bubble,” he said.

Mr. Musk, the world’s richest per-
son, said the email was not a personnel 
review “but a pulse review” to ensure 
fictional or dead employees weren’t 
collecting paychecks. He argued that 
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President Trump said Wednesday 
that Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy will travel to Washington 
on Friday to sign a bilateral economic 
development and mineral-sharing pact.

Considerable uncertainty remains 
over the details and how the deal will 
a�ect Kyiv’s 3-year-old war to stave o� 
a Russian invasion.

Mr. Trump has pressed for an eco-
nomic pact to give U.S. interests a claim 
on Ukraine’s critical mineral sector. He 
describes it in part as “payback” for the 
tens of billions of dollars in U.S. mili-
tary and development aid provided to 
Ukraine since Russia invaded in Febru-
ary 2022.

Earlier this month, Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
government rejected an o�er that Mr. 
Trump said would be worth $500 billion 
to the United States. Ukraine said the 

price was too high, and Kyiv was seeking 
ironclad security guarantees from the 
U.S. in exchange for any economic deal.

“Ukraine President Zelenskyy is 
going to be coming on Friday. That’s 

now confirmed, and we’re going to be 
signing an agreement, which will be a 
very big agreement,” Mr. Trump said 
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A New Jersey state lawmaker is ask-
ing the Trump administration to halt a 
nearly $2 billion deal for a Singapore-
based company to operate the state 
turnpike’s E-ZPass system because of 
alleged ties to the Chinese Communist 
Party, which the company denies.

Sen. Joseph Pennacchio, Montville 
Republican, said he plans to plead for 
help from Washington because Gov. Phil 
Murphy, a Democrat, and the New Jersey 
Turnpike Authority have failed to ease 
the security concerns he and others have 
raised about the TransCore contract.

“I would hope the administration 
could halt the deal and vet this company 
for personal and national security issues 

that have been raised,” Mr. Pennacchio, 
the deputy Republican leader of the state 
Senate, told The Washington Times.

TransCore said it has no link to 
China. It said the blowback is from a bit-
ter competitor “focused on public fear-
mongering rather than on improving 
the quality of its products and services.”

Mr. Pennacchio said he trusts the 
Trump administration more than the 
Murphy or Biden administrations to 
conduct proper oversight.

President Trump issued an “Ameri-
can First Investment Policy” memo-
randum last week to restrict Chinese 
investments in the U.S.

Citing national security concerns, the 
policy says the “United States should not 
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Republicans piled on new evidence 
Wednesday in their battle to reel in 
USAID, pointing to millions of dollars 
that the foreign aid agency shipped to 
Ukraine to promote a dog collar manu-
facturer and send fashionistas to a show 
in London.

Sen. Joni Ernst, Iowa Republican, said 
the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment paid $1 million from American 
taxpayers to a Ukrainian carpet com-
pany, $255,000 to an organic co�ee and 
tea producer, and $150,000 to a knitwear 
company.

House Republicans, meanwhile, 
heard testimony on how USAID fun-
neled millions of dollars through a U.S. 
charity to the Nusra Front, a designated 
terrorist organization in Syria.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, Geor-
gia Republican, said USAID money 
ended up in the hands of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan and terrorists in Palestinian 
territories.

“Taxpayer funds have literally been 
used to undermine U.S. interests and 
counter American foreign policy goals 
under the guise of foreign aid,” said Ms. 
Greene, chair of the House Oversight 
and Government Reform subcommittee 
on delivering on government e�ciency, 
also known as the DOGE panel.

The administration has moved to 
dismantle USAID and fired at least 1,600 
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New whistleblower disclosures have 
identified a top agent in the New York 
field o�ce as one of the FBI investigators 
assigned to infiltrate Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign in 2015 as part of 
FBI Director James B. Comey’s “o�-the-
books” operation.

The disclosures show the female 
agent was involved in the attempt to have 
undercover agents target the Trump 
team.

The Washington Times reached out 
to the FBI and the agent for comment. 
The FBI has asked for the agent’s identity 
to be shielded because disclosing her 
name could compromise “the safety of 
the agent.”

FBI leadership appointed by Mr. 
Trump is starting an investigation into 
the origins of the agency’s plan a decade 
ago to gain access to his campaign by 
using two female undercover “honey-
pot” agents.

An agency whistleblower revealed 
the o�-the-books investigation in a pro-
tected disclosure to the House Judiciary 
Committee last year. The Times first 
reported on the investigation exclusively 
in October.

One or more FBI employees who 
were in a position to know the informa-
tion sent the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee protected disclosures Tuesday. The 
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HEAD-TURNER: Elon Musk took command of Wednesday’s Cabinet meeting, the first of President Trump’s second term. Mr. 
Trump urged his secretaries to “speak up” if they had issues with the public face of the Department of Government E�ciency.
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ON THE BRAKES: �e New Jersey Turnpike, one of the nation’s largest toll road 
systems, will be operated by TransCore under a nearly $2 billion deal. A high-
ranking member of the Chinese Communist Party is linked to a parent company.

State senator raises security concerns 
on contract with Singapore company
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THE PITS: A pit mine in Ukraine’s Kirovohrad region holds ilmenite deposits. 
Kyiv is balking at a proposed deal giving U.S. mining interests access to its rich 
reserves of rare earth and strategic minerals needed for high-tech applications.
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